The Quarterly Journal
Motaleate Tablighe Dini
Vol.3/issu.5/ Winter 2026

Propagational Strategies of Imam Ja far al-
Sadiq (peace be upon him) in Articulating
Jurisprudence and Religious Rulings

Sayyid Mohsen Sharifi *

Recived Data: 2024/04/24 Accept Data: 2024/11/05

One of the most important objectives of the Infallible Imams (peace be upon them)
was the propagation of religion based on the articulation of jurisprudential rulings
required by the Islamic community. From this perspective, Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq
(peace be upon him), due to the political and social conditions of his era, enjoyed the
greatest opportunity and engagement in this domain among the Infallible Imams
(peace be upon them).

Accordingly, the central question of this study concerns the identification of Imam al-
Sadiq’s propagational strategies in the articulation and dissemination of religious and
jurisprudential rulings. This question is addressed through an examination of the
Imam’s propagational and scholarly conduct. Investigating this question—
undoubtedly one of the essential concerns of the field of religious propagation—is of
particular importance, as such studies can illuminate correct and effective methods for
propagating religion and jurisprudence within society.

The findings of the research indicate that Imam al-Sadiq’s propagational strategies
comprised a diverse and integrated set of approaches, including: the accurate
transmission of jurisprudential traditions, the documentation and writing of
jurisprudence, the dictation method, the promotion of ijtihad (independent legal
reasoning), opposition to analogical reasoning (qgiyas), and the use of scholarly debate
and dialogue as effective means for the propagation and dissemination of
jurisprudence and religious rulings.

Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) consistently took into account the intellectual
capacity and aptitude of his students and audiences and presented jurisprudential and
propagational content in accordance with their level of understanding. Furthermore,
the strategy of letter writing and academic exchange through written communication
with companions, intellectual figures, and students played a significant role in the
Imam’s efforts to propagate jurisprudence.

This article employs a descriptive—analytical method to examine the propagational
strategies of Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) in the domain of articulating
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jurisprudence and religious rulings. The study of the Imam’s practical conduct in
propagating legal rulings and jurisprudence, along with the identification and
articulation of effective propagational strategies in this field within Islamic society,
constitutes the primary innovation of this research. These strategies are systematically
categorized as an applied framework aligned with science of religious propagation.

Keywords: Preaching strategies, scientific life, Imam Sadiq, jurisprudence, religious
rules.
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